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“Though Myanmar rejects some elements contained in the PRST, 
Myanmar is determined to find sustainable solution for the issue of the 
Rakhine State” 
November 7 
 

An open door meeting on the adoption of Statement by the President of the Security 
Council (PRST) on the situation of the Rakhine State was held at the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York on 6 November 2017 at 1500 hrs. Although the Security 
Council attempted to issue a resolution, it has been able to issue only PRST due to 
the lack of consensus among the Security Council members to adopt a resolution on 
the Rakhine State. 

Following the adoption of the Statement by the President of the Security Council, U 
Hau Do Suan, the Permanent Representative of Myanmar to the United Nations in 
New York delivered a Position Statement in the meeting. The main points of his 
response are as follows: 

- We are deeply concerned by the adoption of the PRST on the situation in 
Myanmar. 

- The PRST fails to give sufficient recognition to the efforts of the government 
of Myanmar to address the challenges in the Rakhine State. 

- Myanmar strongly rejects the use of self-designated nomenclature in the 
PRST which will not help resolving the issue. 

- The PRST will not help Myanmar’s effort for resolving the issue, but rather 
lead to the further polarization and escalation of tensions among different 
religious communities. It exerts undue political pressure on Myanmar. 

- Some elements in the PRST infringe on the work of the other organs of the 
United Nations. The same issue is under consideration in the Third Committee 
of the United Nations General Assembly and the Human Rights Council. At 



Daily News Brief on Rakhine State Affairs 
 

2 

this time when many delegations including those in the Security Council are 
pointing out the need to avoid duplication of work and stringent use of the 
budget of the United Nations, such duplication of work is unwarranted. 

- The Government of Myanmar on a good neighbourly spirit has reached out to 
Bangladesh. There have been exchange at Ministerial Level visits last month. 
On 24 October 2017, two MoUs were also signed on the establishment of 
border liaison offices and on the security cooperation and dialogue. 

- Myanmar has been working closely with Bangladesh for the voluntary, safe 
and dignified return of displaced persons as well as on the arrangement for 
repatriation. 

- We are disappointed that the PRST fails to mention the attacks on 25 August 
2017 as terrorist act. 

- We cannot condone terrorism in any form and manifestation. 

- Though Myanmar rejects some elements contained in the PRST, Myanmar is 
determined to find sustainable solution for the issue of the Rakhine State. 

- Myanmar is also determined to work with international community including 
the United Nations and interested parties towards sustainable peace and 
development for all in the Rakhine State. 

Moreover, the Permanent Representative highlighted some of the measures taken by 
Myanmar towards solving the issues in the Rakhine State. 

—MOFA, Myanmar 

 

Press Statement by the Ministry of the Office of the State Counsellor on 
UN Security Council Presidential Statement 
November 7 
 

The Government of Myanmar has taken note of the Presidential Statement issued by 
the UN Security Council on 6 November 2017. 

Myanmar appreciates the stand taken by some members of the Security Council who 
upheld the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of sovereign countries. 
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We have noted that the Presidential Statement partially acknowledges the dedicated 
efforts by the Government of Myanmar to bring peace, stability and development to 
Rakhine State, including the significant strides that have been made in the delivery 
of humanitarian aid and assistance to all those in need, irrespective of ethnicity, 
religion, or citizenship status. 

The issuance of the Presidential Statement ignores the fact that the issues facing 
Myanmar and Bangladesh today can only be resolved bilaterally, in an amicable 
manner, between two neighbouring states. Furthermore, the Presidential Statement 
could potentially and seriously harm the bilateral negotiations between the two 
countries which have been proceeding smoothly and expeditiously. 

As noted in the Presidential Statement, the Bangladesh Minister of Home Affairs 
visited Nay Pyi Taw from 23 to 25 October 2017. Both countries successfully reached 
agreement and signed two key documents that will impact positively on border 
security between the two countries. 

Simultaneously, Myanmar Government officials are in close negotiations with the 
Bangladesh authorities on an arrangement for the return of displaced persons from 
Rakhine State. The Foreign Minister of Bangladesh has been invited to Myanmar 
from 16 to 18 November 2017. The intention is to reach an agreement satisfactory 
to both sides during his visit. 

The Government of Myanmar therefore regrets that a Presidential Statement has 
been issued with regard to a situation that is in the process of being resolved 
amicably between two neighbouring countries. 

—Myanmar State Counsellor Office 

 

Threats to NV card applicants by terrorists: Rakhine villagers 
November 7 
 

As the government steps up efforts at issuing the National Verification Card, the first 
step in the process towards citizenship, villagers in conflict areas in northern Rakhine 
said they have been threatened by terrorists who do not want them to apply for the 
card. 

“They have seriously threatened villagers not to get the NVC. They have made death 
threats to villagers. These threats prompt villagers here not to apply for the card. 
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The reason is the NVC cards can help distinguish between local people and 
immigrants. They don’t want that,” said U Aung Min, Director of the Rakhine State 
Immigration and Population Department. 

The mobile teams of the Rakhine State Immigration and Population Department 
have made numerous field trips to villages in Maungtaw explaining to villagers the 
merits of having an NV card. Meanwhile, authorities announced they will take action 
against anyone who threatens villagers under the Counter-Terrorism Law. 

A man from Shwezar (West) Village has been charged for threatening the villagers 
not to apply for the card, U Aung Min said. 

The work of verifying identification and issuing NV Cards is a priority for the 
government because it was one of the main suggestions made by an independent 
committee to spur on the development of Rakhine State. 

—Ye Khaung Nyunt and Nay Lin, The Global New Light of yanmar 


