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Administrative machinery needs to be strengthened to restore rule of law 
December 4 
 

It reached for over 3 months that ARSA extremist terrorists made a series of attacks 
in Maungtaw, Rakhine on August 25. Due to the events, situations on administrative, 
economic, transportation, regional development affairs strayed from the right paths, 
displacing people to other regions. Concerning these changes, with the instructions 
of the State Government and Regional Governments authorities concerned are 
implementing restoration of the machinery into normal state by launching operations 
on the ground, starting to come into existences to some extent, for the time being. 

Following are the extracts from the interview with U Ye Htut, Maungtaw District 
Commissioner by the News Team. 

- humanitarian assistances are being given to all the injured people living in the 
region, regardless of race and religion. Simultaneously rehabilitation and 
resettlements are being implemented. 

- It has been agreed between Myanmar and Bangladesh. With the instruction 
given through the Rakhine State Government according to the National Policy 
laid down, we will carry out.  

- Concerning the acceptance, those who will come by road will be accepted at 
Taungpyo Letwe camp, with those who will come by boat to be accepted at 
the Ngakhura Camp.  

- After making them stay at the temporary camp for some period, 
accommodation for them will continue to be launched. It will be implemented 
as soon as possible as agreed at the national level. 
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- The land has been designated for building 12 combined villages. Of them, at 
six villages ground-breaking was already made. All the companies had been 
ordered to complete the construction not later than 31st March 

- Due to the events, there were more than 60000 acreage of un-harvested 
monsoon paddy in the region. Harvest and winnowing was started one month 
ago. Altogether 0.14 million baskets of rice had been collected. Under the 
supervision of the Rakhine State Government, harvest, drying and selling was 
made. 

- Buthidaung and Maungtaw areas were supplied with power generators. After 
the event October 9 2016, electricity is being distributed from 6 pm to 6 am 
for the whole night. In March 2017 Rathedaung and in June Buthidaung and 
December in 2018 Maungtaw will be supplied with electricity. 

- There are more than 400 schools. As schools are being reopened as situation 
permits more than half are being reopened by now.  

- In Maungtaw district, there are small markets in every village in the past. 
These markets are not systematic in terms of municipal law. Therefore, 
arrangements are made for those markets to systematically conduct trade. 
The markets are to be operated under the management of the municipal.  

- Terrorism based on religion is not related to a religion. It is simply terrorism. 
It is related only to those who use religion for other matters. We are at the 
age of democracy government and everything will be conducted according to 
the law. There will be no discrimination in anyway. 

- The administrative machinery must be firm to restore rule of law in Maungtaw 
region. Administrative organizations need to be in touch with the local 
populace regularly. Short and long term plans need to be drawn up and 
submitted to the state government. 

—News Team, The Global New Light of Myanmar 
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Rebuilding Rakhine : 2nd Batch Youth Volunteers of UEHRD begin work in 
Rakhine 
Maungtaw December 3 
 

In the weeks and months since the terrorist attacks of late August, journalists, 
residents, and volunteers have witnessed a gradual return to normalcy in the region 
due to efforts by people of all races and ethnicities, from all walks of life and from 
many parts of the country. 

The 2nd Batch Youth Volunteers of the UEHRD Programme arrived in Sittway on 29 
November and started to conduct surveys in the villages of Buthidaung and 
Maungtaw townships in Maungtaw District. 

Following are the extracts from the brief of the interviews conducted with personnel 
and locals: 

- In launching the UEHRD programme, we had two goals. The first is to 
provide humanitarian assistance to the needy with the cooperation of 
youths from across the nation. The other is to take part in the 
implementation of resettling villages which were destroyed, under the 
support of the governments of Regions and States.  

- In providing assistance, we chose villages — remote areas and areas 
within reach of a one-day round-trip journey. Now the villages in 
Maungtaw, including Ngakhura, are to be done in the second batch. Here, 
local Rakhine people, Hindus and Islamists are living together. They share 
the same market and school. That being so, we symbolically chose the 
village as a priority. 

- In implementing the tasks under the UEHRD programme, we would like to 
share two pieces of news — one is our desire to show that not only local 
nationals but also the whole populace across the nation are giving support 
wholeheartedly, and the other is to show that we are not discriminating, 
as alleged by some. 

- Our project has two messages — the whole populace’s stance together 
with the local nationals and non-segregation between two different 
believers. 

- All living here were not involved in terrorist attacks. Those who got 
involved have escaped.  
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- It is necessary to help us to run businesses for the long-term. 
- Youth volunteers provided us with various kinds of food and clothing. Now 

they came to give aid for four times. It is convenient for us to live on 
what we got. 

- But we are still afraid of the dangers of terrorists. 
- Before now, we earned our living on fishing and hair-cutting. Some went 

to Malaysia for employment. What we ask is for the authorities to let us 
do fishing freely. 

- Some people were not enlisted in the family list. If possible, we want the 
matter to be implemented as soon as possible.  

- The objective of applying for the youth programme is that I am greatly 
interested in the programme, “20 Days of Youth for the People.”  

—News Team, The Global New Light of Myanmar 

 

Hindus from IDP camps in Sittway return home 
Sittwe December 4 
 

Hindu families sheltering at internally displaced camps in Sittway returned home on 
December 4 as the situation in Rakhine State has returned to normalcy.  

With the last batch of 123 Hindu people from 36 households, all the displaced people 
staying at the 31 camps in Sittway have returned home with the help of local 
authorities.  

The local authorities have planned to allocate land to those who lost their homes in 
the terrorist attacks and to provide food and security to all communities in the area, 
according to the Maungtaw District Deputy Commissioner. 

All Myanmar Hindu Central Board issued a statement on 1 October expressing deep 
sorrow for ethnic nationals and Hindus killed by ARSA extremist terrorists in Rakhine 
State and urges to make arrangements to provide security and restore the livelihood 
of the remaining family members. The worst incident was the cruel mass killing of 
Hindu villagers of an entire village and the forced abduction of some Hindus to 
another country. 

—Tin Tun-IPRD, The Global New Light of Myanmar 
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Infrastructure built, renovated for repatriation of refugees 
Naypyitaw December 4 
 

Construction and basic infrastructure construction work group of UEHRD committee 
is building and renovating buildings in Taungpyo police station compound for use as 
repatriation camp in Taungpyo Letwe, Maungtaw Township to repatriate Bengalis 
and Hindus who went to Bangladesh after the August 25 Maungtaw region terrorists 
events it is learnt.  

Furthermore, Ministry of Construction is constructing a total of 80 modular houses of 
which 31 modular houses are for use as offices for staff assigned for repatriation 
work, 8 modular houses for staff to live, 41 modular houses for returnees to stay 
temporarily it is learnt.  

—MNA, The Global new Light of Myanmar 


