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Myanmar, Bangladesh hold meetings on Rakhine issue 
November 22 
 

At the invitation of U Kyaw Tint Swe, Union Minister for the Office of the State 
Counsellor, the Bangladesh delegation led by H.E. Mr. Abdul Hassan Mahmood Ali, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh has begun an 
official visit to Myanmar yesterday, after attending the 13th ASEM Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting. 
 

During the visit, Union Minister for the Office of the State Counsellor and the Foreign 
Minister of Bangladesh co-chaired the Ministerial Meeting at the Ministry of the Office 
of the State Counsellor on 22 November 2017 at 1330 hrs. Prior to this, the Senior 
Officials Meeting co-chaired by U Myint Thu, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Myanmar and Mr. Md. Shahidul Haque, Foreign Secretary of 
Bangladesh was convened at the same Ministry at 0930 hrs. 
 

—Ministry of the Office of the State Counsellor 
 

Bangladesh-Myanmar bilateral trade through Teknaf regaining normalcy 
November 20 
 

Bilateral trade between Bangladesh and Myanmar through Teknaf land port in Cox’s 
Bazar is slowly returning to normal after almost grinding to a halt at the peak of the 
Rohingya refugee crisis in September. 
 

Bangladesh exports 24 types of goods to Maungdaw, Sittwe and other port towns 
across the border. In reverse, Myanmar exports 30 types of goods to Bangladesh. 
The port has a 2,000-ton daily handling capacity but handles 1,000 tons of goods 
per day on average, rising to 1,500 tons during peak periods. 
 

—Dhaka Tribune 
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Threats against NVC applicants won’t be tolerated 
As the government steps up efforts at issuing the National Verification Card, the first 
step in the process towards citizenship, villagers in conflict areas in northern Rakhine 
said they have been threatened by terrorists who do not want them to apply for the 
card. 
 

Townselders who advise and represent villagers have reportedly been harassed, 
kidnapped and killed, villagers said. Yesterday, Rakhine State authorities said those 
who make threats against the National Verification Card issuing programme will be 
brought to court. 
 

A statement released by the Rakhine State Government yesterday said some 
organisations have threatened villagers not to apply for the NVC card, and ARSA 
terrorists have made death threats to villagers who participate in the NVC card 
issuing process. Action will be taken against him in accordance with the law, said the 
statement. 
 

Meanwhile, authorities announced they will take action against anyone who 
threatens villagers under the Counter-Terrorism Law. 
 

—Myanmar News Agency, The Global New Light of Myanmar 
 

Japanese Encephalitis vaccinations continue in rural areas of N Rakhine 
 

Children in far-flung, difficult-to-access areas in northern Rakhine State have been 
given Japanese Encephalitis vaccinations since 20 November as the government 
continues its nationwide vaccination campaign. Children from four village- tracts, 
including Saidin Pyaing Chaung Village located about 13 miles from Buthidaung and 
not easily accessible, were given vaccinations. 
 

The nationwide seven-day campaign is targeted to end on 21 November. The 
Ministry of Health and Sports launched the vaccination programme for children 
under the age of 15 yesterday in Maungtaw Township, Rakhine State.  
 

The disease is spread through mosquito bites, and the potentially fatal virus can 
harm the brain and cause irreversible neurological damage. The vaccination can 
protect 85 to 100 per cent of children from Japanese encephalitis, it is learnt from 
the staff of the health department. 
—News Team, The Global New Light of Myanmar 
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