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“We encourage both, Bangladesh and Myanmar to work bilaterally on this issue with 
the support of the European Union and the rest of the international community” 
(Remarks on Rakhine Issue by High Representative / Vice-President of EU Federica 
Mogherini ahead of the 13th Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) of Foreign Ministers) 
 
I am very much encouraged by the possibility, that – I believe – is real and concrete 
of Myanmar and Bangladesh reaching an agreement on a bilateral Memorandum of 
Understanding for the repatriation of refugees, which would constitute a first 
important step on the implementation of the Annan report recommendations. 
 
We encourage both, Bangladesh and Myanmar to work bilaterally on this issue with 
the support of the European Union and the rest of the international community. We 
believe that stopping the violence, stopping the flow of refugees, and guaranteeing 
full humanitarian access to Rakhine State and a safe, sustainable repatriation of the 
refugees is going to be key, and I am encouraged by our first, initial, informal 
discussion this morning.  
 
The European Union is firmly behind the democratic transition of Myanmar; we 
understand how delicate the process is and that it is still ongoing, and one of our 
main priorities is to support the consolidation of this democratic transition. At the 
same time, we think that work has to be done to implement the Kofi Annan report 
recommendations and I am encouraged by the willingness of Aung San Suu Kyi to 
go in this direction and the European Union will support in all possible manners, both 
Myanmar and Bangladesh and the region to find a sustainable solution to this crisis.  
—European Union External Action Service 
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Delegation led by Senator Jeff Merkley calls on Rakhine State Chief Minister 
 
Delegation led by Senator Jeff Merkley and US Ambassador to Myanmar H.E. Mr. 
Scot Marciel called on U Nyi Pu, Chief Minister of Rakhine State at the Hall of State 
Government Office on 20 November 2017. In the meeting, Senator Jeff Merkley 
asked the Chief Minister and party to recount on-the-ground-situations as US would 
like to know from where US would give supports to Rakhine State. 
 
The delegation led by Senator Jeff Merkley met with responsible officials from 
Arakan National Party and Wun Let Foundation and Islamists town-elders and 
Islamist women at Aung Mingalar ward of Sittway. 
—Tin Tun (IPRD), The New Lights of Myanmar 
 
Vaccination of Children against Encephalitis in Maungtaw 
 
Mobile health team comprising of Specialist Medical Surgeons form Maungtaw Health 
Care Centre visited Pan Taw Pyin village where Islamists live, giving medical care 
and vaccinating children aged 9 months and those under 15 against encephalitis, on 
20 November 2017. 
 
Over 200 children were vaccinated against encephalitis, with more than 170 were 
given medical treatments, it was learnt. 
 
Maungtaw township health department is giving mobile health care services twice a 
month to distant regions which is not easily accessible. Starting from November 15, 
vaccination of encephalitis was carried out in over 100 villages in Maungtaw 
township, it was learnt.  
—The Global New Light of Myanmar 
 


