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Daily News Brief on Rakhine State Affairs 
 

November 20, 2017 

PH votes against U.N. draft resolution on Rohingya in Myanmar  
(From the Presidential Spokesperson – On the UN resolution on the HR situation in 
the Northern Rakhine State) 
Manila, Philippines, November 18 
 
We have expressed concern over the humanitarian situation in the Rakhine State. 
We are fully aware that it has deep historical roots and we acknowledge Myanmar’s 
efforts towards resolving the issues faced in the Rakhine State. 

These efforts included Myanmar’s setting up of an Advisory Commission on Rakhine 
State led by former UN Secretary-General Dr. Kofi Annan and establishment of a 
ministerial-level committee to ensure that the recommendations of the Commission 
are implemented expeditiously. 

ASEAN Leaders have been briefed about these efforts during the recently concluded 
31st ASEAN Summit, and ASEAN is committed to assist Myanmar in implementing 
the Advisory Commission’s recommendations. 

The issue in the Rakhine State is a complex one; and we believe that isolation and 
censure would only add to the difficulty the people there are now facing. 

This explains the vote of the Philippines in the UN resolution. 

—News Release, Philippines Presidential Communications Operations Office 
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Our village is peaceful, we want no more violence 
(The Voices from some of Islamic people who remained in Northern Rakhine State) 
 
After the terrorist attacks by ARSA in Yathedaung, Maungtaw and Buthidaung 
townships in Rakhine State, many Islamic people from local villages have fled to 
Bangladesh. However there are some Islamic people who have remained in their 
villages and continue to live and work there peacefully. The media group interviewed 
some of the Islamic people who remained and the village leaders on the challenges 
that they face and the possible reasons some Islamic people have fled abroad. 
 

Kasein (Tayetpyin Village resident)  
One of my daughters made her own decision to go to Bangladesh with her husband 
on 19 October. The husband calls me and says it's difficult living over there. Our 
village is peaceful for now and we want no violence. Because of the restriction to 
remain at home before 6am and 6pm, there isn't much work to do and so some 
moved to Bangladesh to find work but it isn't going well for them over there. 
 

Eislam (U Maung Sein) (66 year old resident of Tayetpyin Village)  
Our village is peaceful although there are some people who've gone to Bangladesh. I 
think it's because there's no food or work here; it's a poor village. The people who 
fled abroad are neither well off nor well educated; they are mostly poor. I think the 
terrorists are doing these attacks to gain money. They've built buildings abroad and 
I think they are using us because we are not so educated. 
 

Mohammed Zubai (Resident of Aungba Village, Buthidaung Township)  
After Article 144 was enforced the people here can't gather timber or fish anymore 
so I think that's why they went abroad. 
 

Fawbi Mamoud (Resident of Du-O-The Village, Buthidaung Township) 
Some people left because they're afraid for their lives but I don't know what the 
reason for their fear is. Still others leave because there is no work for them here. 
 

Abdumalik (Elder of Kadi Village) 
After the attacks on 25 August about 900 hundred villagers left the village for 
abroad. As an elder I tried to persuade them not to go but because of restricted 
travel and other people from other villages are also leaving, I couldn't do anything. 
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We've received rations and support three or five times already. I don't want anyone 
else to leave because here we can fish and reap our crops. 
 

Abdu Ramah 
(Chief of Du-O-The Village, Buthidaung Township) 
Administrative bodies and the Red Cross provide us with support from time to time. 
We haven't had contact with the people who've left. 
 

Kyaw Zin Win 
(Chief of Payarpyin village tract, Buthidaung Township) 
I heard that the majority left because of difficulty with getting work and food. Some 
of the villagers and the administrative bodies are providing food and the Tatmadaw 
donated some clothing. Even though Article 144 was enforced, it is still possible to 
work between 6am and 6 pm. They can work in the fields, fish or tend to the cattle. 
The area around here didn't have any problems on 25 August and we've had Bengali 
people pass through here on their way to work. There are no religious restrictions or 
restrictions of any kind here. 
 

U Lin Lin (Chief of Nyaung Chaung Village Tract) 
I asked the village leaders why they left and they said most of the villagers' 
responses were that they had no reason to stay here anymore. There isn't any 
threat or coercion here and I tried to persuade them from leaving. We have always 
lived and worked side by side peacefully. There are 840 households with 5,632 
villagers living here. The total number of people who've left our village so far is 
around 1,493 people and I think they left because they were worried about their 
future. I've asked some of them what their reason for leaving is and they say it's 
because they can't go out to work anymore. 
—News Team, The Global New Light of Myanmar 
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Rakhine State Investment Committee holds its Meeting 2/2017 
 
Rakhine State Investment Committee held it coordination meeting 2/2017 at the 
Rakhine State Investment Committee Office in Sittway on November 17. 
 
Rakhine State Chief Minister, U Nyi Pu, Chairman of Rakhine State Investment 
Committee addressed, “Committee members need to carry out the tasks in accord 
with frameworks, rules and regulations laid down by Myanmar Investment 
Commission so that entrepreneurs can have mutual trust with our committee. I want 
you to implement projects destined for the development of the State by bringing 
about opportunities for investors.” 
 
Following that, Dr Nyi Nyi Maung, secretary to the Rakhine State Investment 
Committee explained concerning orders and directives prescribed Myanmar 
Investment Commission, with members of the combined negotiation committee 
discussing difficulties encountered by investors. 
 —The Global New Light of Myanmar 
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