
Joint Press Briefing by Myanmar and Italy Foreign Ministers 

Statement by H.E. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Union Minister for Foreign Affairs of 

the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 

 It’s great pleasure for us to be able to welcome the foreign minister of Italy, 

because Italy is a country which has long been a good friend. And I myself 

personally look upon Italy as one of the most beautiful countries in the world 

with the warmest hearts of people. And because of this, I am fully confident that 

the relationship between our two countries will prosper and get better and better 

in the coming years. The minister himself is a politician. He was a member of a 

political party and he was elected to parliament, so he understands the situations 

of our new government. And because of that, I am perfectly confident that he 

will sympathize with all our efforts to make sure that democracy takes root in 

our country and we are able to achieve peace and development, the necessary 

foundation for a united country. 

 Our nation is made up of many ethnic peoples, and because of that we put 

great emphasis on the need for unity and peace. Without unity and peace, 

nothing else can succeed. I am sure that Italy is more aware of this than any other 

countries because Italy has a long history of dealing with different peoples all 

over the world. Since the time of Rome when Italy stretched its arms far and 

wide, it has understood the complexity of relationships between different 

cultures and peoples. And because of this understanding, as a basic principle of 

successful foreign relations, I have no doubt that, Italy will help us in our efforts 

to establish good relations with our friends all over the world.  

Thank you. 

 

 

 



Statement by H.E. Mr. Paolo Gentiloni, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of the Italy 

 Thank you very much and I am very pleased to be here meeting the 

Foreign Minister Aung San Suu Kyi and it’s very important to have the 

opportunity of this visit at this crucial phase, a turning point in the process of 

democracy in Myanmar. We appreciate so much work has been done and the 

leadership of the Foreign Minister. We know and we spoke about this 

complexity of the tasks in the coming days, weeks, months and years. And we 

hope as Italians, as Europeans to keep contributions to this process and both for 

the complete of the effective, democratic transition which is a very good way. We 

strongly appreciate the process of national reconciliation with the ethnic groups 

that is well done and the development what is needed in creating jobs and 

preserving culture and resources of this country.  Italy and Myanmar share 

ancient civilization, very ancient civilization but, by the way, also is strong, 

attractive for visitors and tourists. And this gives us also maybe the possibility to 

understand how important this process of building peace and democracy is. My 

message is that Italy is strongly supporting this process and my visit is saying 

that our commitment to go along with it. 

Thank you. 

 


